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In Jamary 1950, prior to the Russian anncuncensnt that all German Pls had
been returned, Russian Ambassador Pushkin trlad to induce Georp Dertinger,
Minister of Foveign Affairs of the Germen Demoocratic Nepubiie, to agrse to
& joint declaration to this affect.

Dertinper claime to have talen the position that, before that could be done,
the Rugsians would have to declare an amnesty Lo cover corfain German Rls

now gorving sentences as members of criminal oxmnizations.

Dertinger esbi-

mated that such an amesty would have resulted in the release of some 80,000

more Plg.

He belioves it impoasible for

hig government to check on the com

pleteness of the repatriations, as they have no reliable lists or records,
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